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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 127466 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SY-05 L-03 HA-05 MCT-01 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 A-01 OPR-02 SS-15 SP-02 CA-01 
FBO-02 NSC-05 OC-06 CCO-OO VO-05 /078 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN : WMATTHEW S/EHICKS/LC 
APPROVED BY ARA:SASHELTON- - 
SY/FO:PHARRICK 
L : KM ALMB ORG 
ARA/CEN :WMATTHEWS 

028407 190453Z/10 

P 190037Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127466 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC, SHUM.ES 

SUBJECT:SECURITY MEASURES RE POSSIBLE OCCUPATION OF 
EMBASSY PREMISES 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2368 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH EMBASSY'S REASONING AND 
DECISION REGARDING SECURITY PLAN FOR POSSIBLE OCCUPATION 
OF PREMISES BY SALVADORAN ACTIVISTS. WE ALSO ENDORSE 
OTHER STEPS ALONG THESE LINES WHICH YOU DEEM PRUDENT FOR 
PROTECTION OF EMBASSY AND THE PEOPLE IT SERVICES. 

2. WE BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE A DISTINCTION MADE WHEN 
DEALING WITH PEACEFUL OCCUPATION OF A PORTION OF THE 
CHANCERY TO WHICH THE PUBLIC IS NORMALLY ADMITTED (E.G., 

VISA SECTION OR LOBBY) AND AN ACT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 127466 

THE EMBASSY OR ATTEMPTED OCCUPATION OF A MORE SENSITIVE 
AREA. IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, EMBASSY PERSONNEL SHOULD 
ATTEMPT TO TALK THE OCCUPIERS INTO LEAVING. FAILING 
THIS, POLICE ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE SOUGHT AND, IF OCCUPIERS 
LEAVE WITHOUT RESISTANCE, A GUARANTEE SHOULD BE ELICITED 
FROM POLICE THAT NO ARRESTS WILL BE MADE. THIS GUARANTEE 
SHOULD BE COMMUNICATED TO THE OCCUPIERS BY POLICE AND 
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EMBASSY PERSONNEL, PERHAPS WITH A TIME LIMIT BUT 
WITHOUT SPECIFYING WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THAT TIME 
LIMIT EXPIRES. (AS YOU ARE AWARE. GIVEN REGULATIONS 
ON TEMPORARY REFUGE, OCCUPIERS COULD NOT BE PERMITTED 
TO REMAIN INDEFINITELY.) IF THERE IS RESISTANCE TO 
PEACEFUL EVACUATION, OBVIOUSLY ARRESTS WITH APPROPRIATE 
CHARGES WOULD BE EXPECTED. IN THE SECOND INSTANCE, I.E., 

A VIOLENT ASSAULT AGAINST THE EMBASSY OR A SERIOUS 
ATTEMPT TO FORCE ENTRY TO MORE SENSITIVE AREAS, 

NATURALLY POLICE ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY SOUGHT 
AND APPROPRIATE RESISTANCE SHOULD BE ATTEMPTED. (FOR 
CONSIDERATION: IN EVENT OF SIGNS OF IMPENDING TROUBLE, 

YOU MAY WISH TO DISMISS NON-ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL FOR 
REMAINDER OF DAY. ALSO, WOULD BE WISE TO REMOVE ANY 
CARS FROM EMBASSY COMPOUND TO AVOID POSSIBILITY THEIR 
CONFLAGRATION DURING TROUBLE.) 

3. RELATEDLY, FYI, WE ARE PROCEEDING AS EXPEDITIOUSLY 
AS POSSIBLE WITH SECURITY RE PUBLIC ACCESS. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 127466 
ORIGIN ARA-04 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN : EHICKS 
APPROVED BY ARA/CEN :WMATTHEWS 

— 118771 08221 1Z/64 

R 081805Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO USCINCSO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127466 

FOR LCDR TRUXELL 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 127466 SENT ACTION SAN SALVADOR 
MAY 19. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127466 
E.O. 11652: GDS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TAGS: ASEC, SHUM.ES 

SUBJECT:SECURITY MEASURES RE POSSIBLE OCCUPATION OF 
EMBASSY PREMISES 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2368 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH EMBASSY'S REASONING AND 
DECISION REGARDING SECURITY PLAN FOR POSSIBLE OCCUPATION 
OF PREMISES BY SALVADORAN ACTIVISTS. WE ALSO ENDORSE 
OTHER STEPS ALONG THESE LINES WHICH YOU DEEM PRUDENT FOR 
PROTECTION OF EMBASSY AND THE PEOPLE IT SERVICES. 

2. WE BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE A DISTINCTION MADE WHEN 
DEALING WITH PEACEFUL OCCUPATION OF A PORTION OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CHANCERY TO WHICH THE PUBLIC IS NORMALLY ADMITTED (E.G., 
VISA SECTION OR LOBBY) AND AN ACT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
THE EMBASSY OR ATTEMPTED OCCUPATION OF A MORE SENSITIVE 
AREA. IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, EMBASSY PERSONNEL SHOULD 
ATTEMPT TO TALK THE OCCUPIERS INTO LEAVING. FAILING 
THIS, POLICE ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE SOUGHT AND, IF OCCUPIERS 
LEAVE WITHOUT RESISTANCE, A GUARANTEE SHOULD BE ELICITED 
FROM POLICE THAT NO ARRESTS WILL BE MADE. THIS GUARANTEE 
SHOULD BE COMMUNICATED TO THE OCCUPIERS BY POLICE AND 

EMBASSY PERSONNEL, PERHAPS WITH A TIME LIMIT BUT 
WITHOUT SPECIFYING WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THAT TIME 
LIMIT EXPIRES. (AS YOU ARE AWARE, GIVEN REGULATIONS 
ON TEMPORARY REFUGE, OCCUPIERS COULD NOT BE PERMITTED 
TO REMAIN INDEFINITELY.) IF THERE IS RESISTANCE TO 
PEACEFUL EVACUATION, OBVIOUSLY ARRESTS WITH APPROPRIATE 
CHARGES WOULD BE EXPECTED. IN THE SECOND INSTANCE, I.E., 

A VIOLENT ASSAULT AGAINST THE EMBASSY OR A SERIOUS 
ATTEMPT TO FORCE ENTRY TO MORE SENSITIVE AREAS, 

NATURALLY POLICE ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY SOUGHT 
AND APPROPRIATE RESISTANCE SHOULD BE ATTEMPTED. (FOR 
CONSIDERATION: IN EVENT OF SIGNS OF IMPENDING TROUBLE, 

YOU MAY WISH TO DISMISS NON-ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL FOR 
REMAINDER OF DAY. ALSO, WOULD BE WISE TO REMOVE ANY 
CARS FROM EMBASSY COMPOUND TO AVOID POSSIBILITY THEIR 
CONFLAGRATION DURING TROUBLE.) 

3. RELATEDLY, FYI, WE ARE PROCEEDING AS EXPEDITIOUSLY 
AS POSSIBLE WITH SECURITY RE PUBLIC ACCESS. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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